BELMONT ESTATE CATALOGUE, 1979

This is from the family papers of a local resident, by whose kind permission
these pages concerning Callow and Haywood have been reproduced.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE
of

The Contents of the Mansion

BELMONT HOUSE

Hereford

-

TO BE SOLD BY PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE PREMISES

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, MAY 17th, 18th 1979
VIEW DAYS : Monday and Tuesday, May 14th and 15th.

Joint Auctioneers :

BRENDONS, PETER GEORGE, A.R.IC.S.,
7 The Marsh, 14/16 Church Street,
Hythe, Monmouth.

Nr. Southampton. NP5 3BU.

Tel. : (0703) 844131 Tel. :(0600) 2410



Historical Note

BerLMonT, raised on a prominence above a beautiful stretch of the River Wye with views
to the hills of Radnorshire in the far distance, has been in Prosser and Wegg-Prosser
hands since 1826 when the Clehonger Manor Estate of nearly 900 acres—of which
Belmont formed a part—was purchased by the Venerable Dr. Prosser, Archdeacon of
Durham, from the then owner, Colonel John Matthews for a sum of £42,500, at a public
auction held at The Green Dragon, Hereford.

Colonel Matthews had himself purchased the Estate at the latter end of the
eighteenth century and in 1788 erected the mansion at Belmont to replace the older
house which had been burned down in 1785.

The new purchaser, Dr. Prosser, on his death bequeathed Belmont to his nephew—
Francis Richard Haggitt—conditionally upon him changing his name to Wegg-Prosser.
He acquired the Estate by inheritance in 1847.

The mansion as built by Colonel Matthews to the designs of Wyatt, was. altered
in appearance and enlarged in the mid-1850’s, becoming known as one of the finest
examples of Tudor Gothic revival in the Midlands, the handsome parti-coloured stone of
local quarrying rendering it—as reported in the ‘Hereford Mercury’ of September 1st,
1875—a sweet moss-rose looking out from its sheltered retreat.’

In 1852, Francis Richard Wegg-Prosser was converted to Rome, and thus began
the long and much honoured association with the Roman Catholic Church, his own
fasting memorial being Belmont Abbey, which he built and financed from his own
resources to designs by Pugin and completed in 1859.

On his death in 1911, the Estate passed down to his son, Mr. John Francis Wegg-
Prosser, whose only son, Cecil Francis, was the father in his turn of an only daughter,
Sonia, who in 1940 married Lieut.-Colonel Arthur Edward Raleigh Chichester of the
Worcestershire Regiment. Upon coming into the Estate, John Francis left Herefordshire
for another establishment nearer London, but Colonel and Mrs. Chichester eventually
re-occupied the Belmont Mansion where the late Mrs. Chichester, already widowed some
vears earlier, died in 1977.

The present contedts are largely from the Chichester marriage, for in 1912, Mr.
J. F. Wegg-Prosser leased Belmont, and a sale of the then contents was held at the
house almost exactly sixty-seven years ago, when the total realised—after expenses—was
£2,430 16s. 0d.
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close to the City with i
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(Coloured Yellow on Plan).

.GRAFTON COURT FAR

A USEFUL AND VALUABLE HOLDING,

te in the PARISHES OF GRAFTON, HAYWOOD and ST. MARTIN'S, HERI

situa
1} miles from Hereford.

and about

It consists of about
183 a. O 25 p.
of

Productive Arable and Sound Pasture

having good road accommodation, divided into convenient sized enclosures, and well

THE SUPERIOR RESIDENCE

(No. 6 on Plan), stands well back fr
( g om the road, is built of red brick wi i
' ) th t
;;x:itall:s. Porch, Flagged Hall, Two Sitting Rooms, Kitchen, Back Kitcl;en ﬂl;:‘rOOina‘nd
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THE CONVENIENT BUILDINGS

(No. 6 on Plan) enclose a lar y
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: : - 1
g‘;l;rg;‘zg C{H{&FF‘-HOUSE, THREE PIGGERIES, CALF and CATTLE-H%?J;]Z]; S
pes DcI>J1T Six, TWO-STALL NAG STABLE with Loft over, POTATO iICART
e CH BARN, OPEN CATTLE SHED, CART SHED ax;d LAM e
ER HOUSE, and Hen-house with GRANARY over _——
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following is a Schedul

Wood
Pasture 3
Ditto .

Garden
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Pasture
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Farmhouse, Build
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Wood

The Farm (with the excepﬁ
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in hand, and No. 193 is let
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LOT 5

(Coloured Green on Plan).

“HAYWOOD FARM'§

A COMPACT AND WELL-FARMED HOLDING,

and MUCH DEWCH

situate in the PARISHES of HAYWOOD, DEWSALL,

about 4 miles from Hereford.
It comprises about

448 ACRES

of
Sound Pasture and Fertile Arable
with about

90 Acres of Thriving Orchards.

ed with good road accommodation, and is

The land is well watered, is provid

into convenient sized enclosures.

THE PICTURESQUE FARM HOUS

(No. 160 on Plan) is built of stone with slated roof, and contai D :
Smoking Ro i ' . e
s g oms, Six Bed Rooms, Bath Room (hot and cold) with lavatory basi "
itchen, Back Kitchen, Pantries, Dairy, Cellar, etc. Small Pleas G o, TR
2 s 5 easure Garden.
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N 160 on Plan) surround
0.

: slated coofs, and comprise ;
' three and two, TWO

or

(or FiVe
tC,lmT-SHIED, two large OPEN
CIDER MILL.

enclosure No. 159 on Plan

In

[n enclosure No. 161a on Plan

with slated roofs, each containir

Quiside : Bakehouse and W.C. to ez

The following is a Schedule of th

PARISH
25 Pasture ;
26 Ditto .
27 Ditto .
33 Ditto . o
34 Ditto .
35 Ditto . S
36 Arable 5
38 Pasture
39 ‘ Arable
40 Pasture
41 { Ditto .
127 Ditto .
128 \ Ditto .

156 | Pasture Orchard
157 Pasture
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